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Astrobotic Leads the Way in Private Space Exploration
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Astrobotic is a Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania company that is revolutionizing the
private approach to space exploration. They are one of the keynote speakers we
have for the 5  International Lunar Surface Applications workshop, and a lead
competitor in the Google XPrize. Let’s check out what they’re up to with their
lunar missions.

Astrobotic began in 2008 as a project by Carnegie Mellon University researcher
William “Red” Whittaker to compete for the Google XPrize. The XPrize promises
$20 million to the first private company to land and navigate a robotic craft on the
moon. Astrobotic is pioneering an affordable approach to space travel: it aims to
accommodate multiple customers – private companies, governments, and
universities – on a single flight to space.

Its team, led by CEO John Thornton, has diverse expertise in the research and
design of robotics. Astrobotic is combining this technological mastery with a
unique business approach, with the goal of making private space missions a
practical reality.

MoonMail
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One of its innovations is called MoonMail. Individuals can purchase mementos
that will be placed on Astrobotic’s Lunar Lander. The mementos start at a price of
$460, and give investors the opportunity to be a part of the first commercial lunar
landing in history.

Astrobotic is also actively seeking partners to join its mission to the moon. It will
use the custom-designed Griffin Lander on its mission. Griffin’s design and on-
board sensors allow it to land within 100 meters of any targeted site on the moon.
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It hosts flexible payload mounts capable of carrying robotic missions for
prospecting, sample return, and skylight exploration.

Choose Your Own Adventure
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What excites us most about working with Astrobotic is the team’s do-it-yourself,
visionary approach to the first commercial lunar landing. You can even visit its
website at astrobotic.com and configure your own mission: you can specify the
type of payload you want to send, the purpose of your mission, and other
technical details.

Check out their website at astrobotic.com and see for yourself. The mission is
ambitious, yet Astrobotic’s team is capable, experienced, and committed to its
success.

Astrobotic is one of the keynote speakers at the 5  International Workshops on
Lunar Surface Application in April 2015. Contact us at info@lunarworkshops.com
for more information.
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